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there has settled several important ques-
tions. At Jericho the remains of the city
destroyed by the Hebrews has been found as
well as many earlier and still later cities on
the same site.

On the southern edge of the great plain of
Esdraelon in the ancient city of Megiddo,
the Armageddon of the Bible, stables which
may have housed the horses of King Solomon
were uncovered. Excavators also found there
a long winding staircase by which the people,
in time of seige, secured water from a spring
underneath the city. In a cave by the sea-
shore near Athlet were discovered imbedded
in solid rock nine almost complete skeletons
of a species of man from the Old Stone Age.
This is the largest and most important group
of prehistoric skeletons ever found.

New excavations at a mound called Alishar
Hiiyuk to the southeast of Angora, the capi-
tal of Turkey, now enable us to date and
classify the pottery from all of Asia Minor.
A party of Americans have re-examined the
ruins of ancient Troy with modern methods,
in an effort to settle the perplexing ques-
tions which remained after the early work
of Schliemann. Recent work by the Germans
at the great Hittite capital of Boghaz Koi
has produced a large number of tablets and
several inscriptions in both Hittite hiero-
glyphics and cuneiform. With these and
others which may be found, scholars hope to
translate the puzzling Hittite hieroglyphics
which have hitherto baffled translators.

Mesopotamia, Land of the Two Rivers,
the Tigris and Euphrates, was an area of
early occupation of man as well as a dis-
trict closely related to the Holy Land. The
mighty city of Babylon, home of Ham-
murabi and Nebuchadnezzar (see BABY-
LONIA) has been excavated by the Germans,
who also uncovered the great Assyrian
capital called Assur. Nineveh of Bible fame
has been partially excavated.

In Mesopotamia the most spectacular find
of recent years was made at Ur of the Chal-
dees where an undisturbed royal tomb was
uncovered. The king and queen with all
their household were found still clothed in
the imperial jewels and equipment. Their
gold and silver drinking vessels, the harp
which once entertained them with its music,
and a large number of their servants were
buried with them. At Tell Asmar in the
desert to the northeast of Baghdad, objects
have been discovered which prove that there

were connections between Mesopotamia and
India as early as 2500 B.C. At that site were
found bathrooms from the same period
which rival our own in the completeness of
their equipment.
At Athens, Greece, work has progressed
steadily upon the rebuilding of the Parthe-
non which was so badly damaged long age?
during the war for Greek independence
when the Turkish powder stored within ex-
ploded. One side is finished and the other
well on the way to completion. Eecently the
Americans have undertaken to excavate the
Agora or Market Place formerly covered by
modern buildings. These were razed and
underneath the excavators were able to trace
the plans of some of the old buildings whose
location had heretofore been unknown al-
though they were mentioned by ancient
writers. Valuable information has been ob-
tained from pottery found there and several
fine pieces of statuary recovered.
A great slum area in Rome, Italy, has been
cleared between the Forum of the Caesars
and the Forum of Trajan. There, when the
modern construction had been removed, com-
plete ancient buildings several stories high
were revealed and a number of Forums
mentioned in the records but never before
located were also found.
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AECHAEOPTEEYX, alir ke op'te rix, the
name given to a fossil bird found in the
stones of Bavaria. From these remains it
was evident that the bird was about the size
of a crow and possessed a long, cumbersome
tail, supported by twenty vertebrae. It was
evidently of little assistance in flying. Most
strange of all, it had, in both mandibles of
its rather blunt bill, a number of teeth, each
set in a separate socket. This is the oldest
known species of bird and is exceedingly in-
teresting as showing the relationship be-
tween the reptiles and the birds.
ARCHANGEL, ah<rkahn'jel, RUSSIA, a
seaport situated at the mouth of the Dvina
River on the White Sea, and capital of the
government of the same name* It is the
largest incorporated town in the world
situated so far north, being 740 miles north-
east of Petrograd and less than 2P south of
the Arctic Circle, During the World War